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ABOUT

Released on the occasion of the 2012 London Olympics, Olympukes 2012 was a new set of
pictogramstelling the ‘real’ story of the Olympics and extending the unofficial project that
beganin2004.The occasion of the London games provided an opportunity to revisit the complex
contradictions of the modern Olympics and to acknowledge the geopolitical shifts of the
interveningeightyears.

The 2012 games arrived at a time of great economic and political uncertainty for the nation and
Europe. Greece -the host of the 2004 games -was now located at Ground Zero of a disintegrating
Eurozone and the United Kingdom was two yearsinto a programme of austerity enacted by the
coalition government of Conservatives and Liberal Democrats. Given that the previous London
Olympics had been heldin1948,in a climate of recovery and austerity after a devastating World War
(1948's Olympiad was dubbed the 'Austerity Games') there was a sickirony to the 2012 games'arrival.

The suppression of humanrightsin orderto deliverthe perfect games for PRoC's Beijing games
shocked no-one andyet,inLondon, the security measures seemed grossly excessive. Then again, in
acountrywith an estimated 1.8 million cctvcameras, perhaps we shouldn’t have been so surprised.
Anotheraspect of the Olympics that returned for2012 was the unfettered commercialism-if you
thinkthe Games are about pure sport, about noble human endeavour, think again.

Please note that Barnbrookisin noway affiliated with, or hasreceived any endorsement from,
theInternational Olympic Committee, the organising committees of the Olympic Games, orany
national Olympic committee.

CREDITS

Designed by Jonathan Abbott, Jonathan Barnbrook, Marcus Leis Allion and Marwan Kaabour
First publishedin1997
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