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Comma™ Base is a sans typeface for it has no serifs, quite obviously. 
No wait, it is a serif typeface because the characters have a high 
contrast, something that is typically seen in serif typefaces only.  
So it has half the features of a sans, and half the features of a serif. 
The question is: how would one call it, a semi-sans or a semi-serif?

Upon asking this question to my fellow type designers, there were 
several suggestions for this old classification problem: stressed sans, 
trans-serif, contrasted sans, semi-serif, semi-sans, serifless roman, 
high-contrasted sans, glyphic serif, incise, sanif, vestigial serif. 
It is clear that it is not easy to come up with a good suffix, however 
one suggestion stuck, a simple but effective name: base. 

This typeface could function as a base from which a sans can be 
derived, but it could also be the base for a real serif typeface. And in 
itself it has enough qualities to survive as a stand-alone typeface. 

Comma™ Base can be seen as a missing link between serif and sans, 
a fork in the road from which one can turn left or right. In fact it 
combines the best of both worlds…

Comma consists of 16 styles, 8 weights from Hairline to Ultra, in both 
roman and italic. It contains a complete character set, including a 
full set of accented characters that provide comprehensive linguistic 
support for 37 languages.
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Comma supports several OpenType® layout features, such as small 
caps, all small caps, case sensitive forms, eight sets of figures, 
automatic fractions, ligatures and discretionary ligatures. These 
features give the user advanced typographic control.

Comma’s character widths are consistent 
along its weight axis, so whatever the weight 
is – normal, light or black – they all take 
up the same amount of space. This means 
changing a text from normal to bold doesn’t 
effect the set width. This feature is called 
uniwidth, a professional feature that is highly 
appreciated by graphic designers. 

Comma to a large extent is based on the lettering I did for a 2017 post 
stamp design for the Dutch postal service. For obvious reasons the 

text on the stamp had to be small. To achieve 
maximum legibility within the limited space I 
ended up making a sans with an extremely high 
‘seriflike’ contrast, with scaled down capitals and 
with relatively short ascenders. After the stamp had 
been printed and released I looked again at the 
letters and I then saw its potential to develop it into 

an actual typeface. First of all I was thinking of a headline face, but I 
then realized – when equipped with kerning, OpenType features and 
several weights – it would be quite suitable as a text face too.

Comma wouldn’t be Comma if it didn’t have a very small special 
character: a comma! And with this I mean the first comma around, 
a Roman comma, as found on many old Roman inscriptions. It is 
shown below, between my name and the date I finished this typeface.
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¿(EXIT)-[IF]»

Harlequin				    Harlequin

Synchronize			   Synchronize

¿(Exit)-[If ]»				   ¿(EXIT)-[IF]»

1234567890			   1234567890

1234567890			   1234567890

12345 67890			   1234567890

1/2  3/8  5/79			   1/2 3/8 5/79

affix fjord flow		  affix fjord flow

fact, question			  fact, question

Maximo, Trib			   maximo,trib

Quiz & Test				   Quiz & Test

small caps

all small caps

case sensitive forms

proportional & tabular oldstyle figures

proportional & tabular lining figures

real superscript and subscript

automatic fractions

ligatures

discretionary ligatures

roman comma

swash Q and ampersand 
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Reflective
Exactly 467 years ͻ 10 months ago

Bibliothèque*

SKYWRITING
¶ The influence of the tool

§2.9.8 Epilogue

Analytics

“One museum is not enough”

Sævör grét áðan því úlpan var ónýt.



Prequalified

Open office
»Usually at 13:25 o'clock it is time«

The basic idea from the ngo was... 

Selected by �uality Experts!

{research ,analytics}

Sulfhydric

Knowledge
Siësta Beach?
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Plowiej zając pół stan wywadny. 

Zwypują scuden okażni porawią 

do zarazu, ofeka porą ty. Nastek 

cznieg tanien niałowa i intórani 

był przeni zanawę pogich sięc tłu. 

Frait petit-ci. Tré coure graist un 

cuner à ple vai comproi, savent 

poin, inifigo ressaigue bœur heu 

me bonnan, sonçon guers ilet 

qu’onpassur maires. Le l’en j’aux. 

Ropica legeca şi laboci la perea 

prei bersel, in precopin acele si 

pronical stiului părin. Pub de cu 

a fapozi, jude publis de ventrure. 

Evalia antât imin induri perilor. 

Espo calabre mas lousa, caró ba-

rese quira divere, defece podoña 

on ma vantol, hante muy gar ese 

coña Corto, derdo peroso  tavam 

per serferg terogí me la e anta. 

Dekorn ist antet der Spröft eität 

dichs Einrei die Mas Hoßen wirk-

leiten Wahnsücht (totzle beider 

das deugem ans Sehnsinn hafts). 

Antät des berals Düns anträße.

Plowiej zając pół stan wywadny. 
Zwypują scuden okażni porawią 
do zarazu, ofeka porą ty. Nastek 
cznieg tanien niałowa i intórani 
był przeni zanawę pogich sięc tłu. 

Isðarær eigi gja sé ein. Íslau fyrður 

dra dagal þegar sé nátt fundur í 

karást, sprama báðuri meðli á li. 

Þeinum heri hellin viðrænt á sta 

hanar eigað í ven, færa viði spreig. 

Itaccate spera, lo non moda noni-
ni, ra pancia: avissò a ved avessa 
rebbe no, sare vel muraggi. Il var-
tar qua delaffer pore: e mazioso. 
Polea di menale tudol vi accassi. 

Dasvim inger förfor atter den ävar 
holk. Högrån på for icksäg der 
påbeg så uppsti Her, nu, skin dag
ærfølg lin af sågod brukke, som
stän. Du mer de ejege iskval.   

Trarabaş hal biliği gerdeği baksey 
haza finsuç olmasa yaşara dentra 
ödenim berine ül oldin tali birde 
sürliği adat etmen gür. Herday 
ilgels beşile taylet, plan air tevlet. 
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Fake languages generated by Just Another Foundry’s Text Generator.

Lagubeti lacera dei ea, que britu 

minsim a tassupe rende pratqui 

menullego signat. Laus neri issare 

perius ili primur carent: ne qua 

falsar eam sos este nossi tranti.

Frait petit-ci. Tré coure graist un 

cuner à ple vai comproi, savent 

poin, inifigo ressaigue bœur heu 

me bonnan, sonçon guers ilet 

qu’onpassur maires. Le l’en j’aux. 

Ropica legleca şi laboci la perea 

prei bersel, in precopin acele si 

pronical stiului părin. Pub de cu 

a fapozi, jude publis de ventrure. 

Evalia antât imin induri perilor. 

Espo calabre mas lousa, caró ba-

rese quira divere, defece podoña 

on ma vantol, hante muy gar ese 

coña Corto, derdo peroso tavam 

per serferg terogí me la e anta. 

Dekorn ist antet der Spröft eität 

dichs Einrei die Mas Hoßen wirk-

leiten Wahnsücht (totzle beider 

das deugem ans Sehnsinn hafts). 

Antät des berals Düns anträße.

Lagubeti lacera dei ea, que britu 
minsim a tassupe rende pratqui 
menullego signat. Laus neri issare 
perius ili primur carent: ne qua 
falsar eam sos este nossi tranti.

Isðarær eigi gja sé ein. Íslau fyrður 
dra dagal þegar sé nátt fundur í 
karást, sprama báðuri meðli á li. 
Þeinum heri hellin viðrænt á sta 
hanar eigað í ven, færa viði spreig. 

Itaccate spera, lo non moda noni-
ni, ra pancia: avissò a ved avessa 
rebbe no, sare vel muraggi. Il var-
tar qua delaffer pore: e mazioso. 
Polea di menale tudol vi accassi. 

Dasvim inger förfor atter den ävar 
holk. Högrån på for icksäg der 
påbeg så uppsti Her, nu, skin dage-
re erfølg lin af sågod brukke, som
stän. Du mer de ejege iskval. 

Trarabaş hal biliği gerdeği baksey 
haza finsuç olmasa yaşara dentra 
ödenim berine ül oldin tali birde 
sürliği adat etmen gür. Herday 
ilgels beşile taylet, plan air tevlet. 
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Comma Base Hairline
	             ͻ Comma Base Hairline Italic

Comma Base Thin
	             ͻ Comma Base Thin Italic

Comma Base Light
	             ͻ Comma Base Light Italic

Comma Base Regular
	             ͻ Comma Base Italic

Comma Base Medium
	             ͻ Comma Base Medium Italic

Comma Base Bold
	             ͻ Comma Base Bold Italic

Comma Base Black
	             ͻ Comma Base Black Italic

Comma Base Ultra
	             ͻ Comma Base Ultra Italic
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