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Comma™Base » Amissing link between serif &sans

Comma™ Base is a sans typeface for it has no serifs, quite obviously.
No wait, it is a serif typeface because the characters have a high
contrast, something that is typically seen in serif typefaces only.

So it has halfthe features of a sans, and half the features of a serif.
The question is: how would one call it, a semi-sans or a semi-serif?

Upon asking this question to my fellow type designers, there were
several suggestions for this old classification problem: stressed sans,
trans-serif, contrasted sans, semi-serif, semi-sans, serifless roman,
high-contrasted sans, glyphic serif, incise, sanif, vestigial serif.

Itis clearthatitis not easy to come up with a good suffix, however
one suggestion stuck, a simple but effective name: base.

This typeface could function as a base from which a sans can be
derived, but it could also be the base for a real serif typeface. And in
itselfit has enough qualities to survive as a stand-alone typeface.

Comma™ Base can be seen as a missing link between serif and sans,
a fork in the road from which one can turn left or right. In fact it
combines the best of both worlds...

Harlequin Harlequin
Comma Serif H a rl eq u i n Comma Sans

Comma Base

Comma consists of 16 styles, 8 weights from Hairline to Ultra, in both
roman and italic. It contains a complete character set, including a
full set of accented characters that provide comprehensive linguistic
support for 37 languages.



Comma™ Base » Amissing link between serif &sans

Comma supports several OpenType® layout features, such as small
caps, all small caps, case sensitive forms, eight sets of figures,
automatic fractions, ligatures and discretionary ligatures. These
features give the useradvanced typographic control.

Comma’s character widths are consistent Harlequin|hero
along its weight axis, so whatever the weight  |Harlequin |hero
is—normal, light or black —they all take Harlequin|hero
up the same amount of space. This means Harlequin|hero
changing a text from normal to bold doesn’t  |Harlequin hero
effect the set width. This feature is called Harlequin [hero
uniwidth, a professional feature that is highly |Harlequin|hero
appreciated by graphic designers. Harlequin [hero

Comma to a large extent is based on the lettering | did for a 2017 post
stamp design for the Dutch postal service. For obvious reasons the
text on the stamp had to be small. To achieve
maximum legibility within the limited space |
ended up making a sans with an extremely high
‘seriflike’ contrast, with scaled down capitals and
with relatively short ascenders. After the stamp had
been printed and released | looked again at the
letters and | then saw its potential to develop it into
an actual typeface. First of all | was thinking of a headline face, but |
then realized —when equipped with kerning, OpenType features and
several weights —it would be quite suitable as a text face too.

PUBI9PaN

1

| Internationaal

Comma wouldn’t be Comma if it didn’t have a very small special
character: a comma! And with this | mean the first comma around,

a Roman comma, as found on many old Roman inscriptions. It is
shown below, between my name and the date | finished this typeface.

MARTIN MAJOOR r July 2021



CommaBase ' OpenType features

Harlequin
Synchronize
S(Exit)-[If]»
1234567890
1234567890
12345 67890
1/2 3/8 5/79
affix fjord flow
fact, question
Maximo, Trib

Quiz & Test

HARLEQUIN
SYNCHRONIZE
S(EXIT)-[IF]»
1234567890

1234567890

1234567890

1/2 3/8 5/79

affix fjord flow
fact, question
MAXIMO r TRIB

Quiz & Test



Reflective

Exactly 467 years & 10 months ago
A
Bibliotheque*

9 The influence of the tool

SKYWRITING

“One MUSEUM Is notenough”

[2.9.8 Epilogue

Saevor grét adan pvi tlpan var onyt.

Analytics




Prequalified

»Usually at 13:25 o'clock it is time«

Open office

{RESEARCH  ANALYTICS}

Sulthydric

Selected by Quality Experts!

Knowledge

The basicidea from the NGO was...

Siesta Beach?




CommaBase ' Regularcharacterset

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRS
TUVWXYZ &3Q 1234567890

id-e—— OO ()[{}/I\

abcdefghijklmnopqgrstuvw
xyz & b ff th fi fj fk fl ffi £f1 &t St qu

1234567890 ?ji-e—— o ()[I{}/]\

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRS
TUVWXYZ &6 '2i¢O{F[1/1\

ﬂﬁ .c )«» |noao "©@®TM
1234567890 $¢£¥€f.,-_#%%01/41/23/4/

1234567890 $CL£Y¥E€
1234567890H1234567890 1234567890 .., 2590
+=2x2-3+X<><2A~T|OOQAYT[THO [V oo

AAd AAa AAa AAa AAa AAa AAa AAEl AAa /E/Eae /E/Eae (;(;g Céc¢ Cee Ccc Ccc
AAh Heh 1010 1910 T T ) T 357 Kk LT Ll Ll bek NKA NRA NKR NNn
NNp h 000 066 066 066 066 066 666 (’)()6 Qos 006 EEee RRF RliF
RRr S$$ Sss 585 Ss5 S8S Ppp TTt TTt FFE TTt VUG DUL UOG Uud 0Ga VoG
Uou Yyy OGG Ooa Www Www WWw Www YYY Yy YV YV9 2772 777 777



CommaBase r Italiccharacter set

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRS
TUVWXYZ &3Q 1234567890

rié-e—— O ()[H{}/]\

abcdefghijklmnopqgrstuvw

xyz & [Sfbfffhfifjfkflffifflctstqu
1234567890 !?ji-e——o<«»()[[{}/]\

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRS
TUVWXYZ &6 !'?2i¢O){}]/]\

’]'!}'.’:;.".(’)“””l"OCIO{{.”.;";@@@TM
1234567890 SCEXYESf.,-_H%%Lal34/
1234567890 $CE£¥€
+=tzZz—=X<><2A~T]OQAYT[THI[Voo

AAG AAd AAG AKd AXKG ARG AXG Aaq ARG AEsae K% Coe CEC Cée CEE Cée
Aah seh 1010 76 T T 107 13 177 JJf Kk LCT L) Lol ek NNA NRA NN NN
NNg h 000 066 066 066 066 036 066 060 Dow FéF EEe RRF RRF
RRr SSS §ss S8 §ss SSS pop TTt TTt FFe TTt U0t Uon U04 Uoii U0G 00
Oui Yyy 00 0oa Waww Www Www Ww YYy Yvy YVy Y99 222 227 222



Regular

CommaBase ' Regulartext specimen

Bold

Frait petit-ci. Tré coure graist un
cuner aplevai comproi, savent
poin, inifigo ressaigue beeur heu
me bonnan, son¢on guers ilet

qu’onpassur maires. Le en j’aux.

Ropica legeca silabocila perea
prei bersel in precopin acele si
pronical stiului parin. Pub de cu
a fapozi, jude publis de ventrure.
Evalia antat imin induri perilor.

Espo calabre mas lousa, car6 ba-
rese quira divere, defece podofia
on ma vantol, hante muy gar ese
cofa Corto, derdo peroso tavam
per serferg terogi me la e anta.

Dekorn ist antet der Sproft eitat
dichs Einrei die Mas Hof3en wirk-
leiten Wahnsiicht (totzle beider

das deugem ans Sehnsinn hafts).

Antat des berals Diins antrafie.

Isdaraer eigi gja sé ein. Islau fyrdur
dra dagal pegar sé natt funduri
karast, sprama baduri medli 4 li.
beinum heri hellin vidraent 4 sta
hanar eigad i ven, faera vidi spreig.

Itaccate spera, lo non moda noni-
ni, ra pancia: avisso a ved avessa
rebbe no, sare vel muraggi. Il var-
tar qua delaffer pore: e mazioso.
Polea di menale tudol vi accassi.

Dasvim inger forfor atter den dvar
holk. Hogran pa for icksidg der
pabeg sa uppsti Her, nu, skin dag
aerfelg lin af sagod brukke, som
stan. Du mer de ejege iskval.

Trarabas hal biligi gerdegi baksey
haza finsu¢ olmasa yasara dentra
odenim berine iil oldin tali birde
siirligi adat etmen giir. Herday
ilgels besile taylet, plan air tevlet.



Italic

CommaBase ' Italictext specimen

Bold Italic

Frait petit-ci. Tré coure graist un
cuner aplevai comproi, savent
poin, inifigo ressaigue beeur heu
me bonnan, soncon guers ilet
qu’onpassur maires. Le I’en j’aux.

Ropica legleca silaboci la perea
prei bersel, in precopin acele si
pronical stiului parin. Pub de cu
a fapozi, jude publis de ventrure.
Evalia antat imin induri perilor.

Espo calabre mas lousa, caro ba-
rese quira divere, defece podofa

on ma vantol, hante muy gar ese
coria Corto, derdo peroso tavam

per serferg terogi me la e anta.

Dekorn ist antet der Sproft eitdt
dichs Einrei die Mas HofSen wirk-
leiten Wahnsiicht (totzle beider
das deugem ans Sehnsinn hafts).
Antdt des berals Diins antrdfe.

Isdaraer eigi gja sé ein. Islau fyrdur
dra dagal pegar sé natt fundur i
kardast, sprama baduri medli a li.
beinum heri hellin vidraent a sta
hanar eigad i ven, faera vidi spreig.

Itaccate spera, lo non moda noni-
ni, ra pancia: avisso a ved avessa
rebbe no, sare vel muraggi. Il var-
tar qua delaffer pore: e mazioso.
Polea di menale tudol vi accassi.

Dasvim inger forfor atter den dvar
holk. Hogrdn pa for icksdg der
pabeg sa uppsti Her, nu, skin dage-
re erfolg lin af sagod brukke, som
stdn. Du mer de ejege iskval.

Trarabas hal biligi gerdegi baksey
haza finsu¢ olmasa yasara dentra
odenim berine iil oldin tali birde
siitligi adat etmen giir. Herday
ilgels besile taylet, plan air tevlet.

-ake languages generated by Just Another Foundry’s Text Generator



Comma Base ' 16 styles: eight weights +italics

CommaBase Hairline
& Comma Base Hairline ltalic

CommaRBase [hin
& Comma Base Thin Italic

CommaBase Light
& Comma Base Light Italic

CommaBase Regular
& Comma Base Italic

Comma Base Medium
& Comma Base Medium Italic

CommaBase Bold
& Comma Base Bold Italic

Comma Base Black
& Comma Base Black Italic

Comma Base Ultra
& Comma Base Ultra Italic
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Special thanks to
Susanne Zippel for introducing the name Base
Jos Buivenga for his continuous advice
Igino Marini for his iKern service
Christoph Koeberlin for technical tips
and last but not least:
my family & friends for supporting this ongoing adventure!

Comma™r Comma Base r Comma Serif - Comma Sans
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